
Doctors advocate prayer
N{IAMI: Ahout 120 Christ ian
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doctors antl  also some
patients.

The conference kicked off
with a talk by Pastor Charles
McKnellv. a veteran mission-

ary to Hong Kong. rvho said.
"The greatest hindrance for
healing r.vithin the church is
tradition."

NlcKnelll told the medical
audience that he had suffered
a heart attack some years .lgo.

"A Christian wclman prayed
fbr me and, in frvo hours, God
gave me s pgu' heart. ' '  hc said
amid applause. "Therc are no
impossi lr lcs n i th God."

Hondr.rran-born Dr. Arm ando
Pineda-Velez, United States
director of WCDN and a
nut  l car  mcd ic ine  phys ic ian .
rvho helped to organize the
conference, said tl.rat there
were a lot of doctors today
rvho "not only bel ieve in Gocl
lrut bel ieve that God is hcal ing
today."

"They arc putt ing t l teir pres-
t igc on the l ine l ' t . .r  somc'
thing that they knorv: that thc
truth that the Gospel of potve t'
can be rnanifestecl in the 2l,st
Century," he said. Dr Pinecla-
Velez said thc WC'DN r'vas a
dif l-erent kind ol- organtzation.

"Thcrc  u re  a  lo t  o l 'Chr i : t i rn
niedical organizations. al1 of
which are muclr respected.
and I lovc them. but lve at
the World Christian Doctors
Network are clifferent in the
sense thal wc are g() in3. int()
the miracle part of the healing.
We are not going to stop being
doctors. btrt  rvc arc gol69 11r
use a supcrior tool,  the healing
power of God, in ordcr to help
our beloved patients."

Dr. Pineda-Velez saicl that
he encouraged Christ ian doc-
tors to lay hands on their sick
patients and pray for their
supernatural heal ing.

"l tliink that the porver of
healing ancl faith has to be
uscd by doctors," he said.

"Anyrvay. we are not fhe one
who heals - it is Jesus."

When asked rvhat happens
when people are not healed Dr
Pinecla-Velez said: "Healing

resides oniy in the sovereignty
o f  a  me lc i fu l  and grac ious
God. I t 's not only up to us
in this equation. There are
trvo involred here. God and
you. Does He decide to heal
you l  I  don't  knorv. Does he
have a purposc for your clis-
casc' l  Maybe; niaybe not. Do

1'ou have enough faith? I don't
know. Yes. the nrcasure of faith
you have is irnprxtant, but lvc
also have the sovereignty of
Gocl. He st i l l  rules your l i fe."

Dr. Philip R. Anbarasan, the
I t r r rnc l  s ta lc  mcd ica l  comnr is -
sioncr of Tamil Nadu, who
came all the way from Chennar.
lndia firr thc conf'erence. was
among the many medical doc-
tors raising their hands in wor-
ship as various bands and per-
formers made their spiritual
music. Addressing the topic of
the conf'erence, Dr. Anbarasan
s u i d  s p i r i t u u l i t y  i n  C h r i s t i a n
medical prof-essionals rvould
cerlainly enablc thenr to live a
vital Christ ian l i f 'e and have an
ethical metlical practice.

The WCDN recommends
lhu l  lhosc  rvho havc  Chr is t ian
physicians should ask rvhen
sick fbr prayer. I ANJ
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